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Greenhouse Effect Confirmed 

Mar 15 (ENS) - The warming of 
Earth's climate has now been 
verified from space by comparison 
of satellite data over a 27 year time 
span. A scientific study compares 
observational data obtained from 
satellites that orbited the Earth in 
1970 and in 1997. 

Physicist Dr. John Harries, who led 
study says, "The results presented 
here provide to our knowledge the 
first experimental observation of 
changes in the Earth's outgoing 
longwave radiation spectrum, and 
therefore the greenhouse effect." 

The study shows that less radiation 
was moving from Earth into space in 
1997 than in 1990. This means that 
these gases are being retained in 
the Earth's atmosphere, forming a 
greenhouse-like layer that traps the 
heat of the Sun close to the planet. 
The new evidence comes at a 
politically difficult time, when 
implementation of the 1997 Kyoto 
Protocol agreement to reduce 
greenhouse gases in industrialized 
nations is uncertain. Last November, 
the latest round of talks collapsed. 
They are set to resume in July. 

Earlier this month, President George 
W. Bush reversed a campaign 
promise to require power plants 
fueled by oil and coal to cut 
emissions of carbon dioxide, the 
most abundant greenhouse gas. 

Sudan oil ops killing thousands 

There is a call on foreign oil 
companies to immediately suspend 
their operations in Sudan, and for oil 
giants BP and Shell to divest their 
shares in companies whose parent 
corporation is complicit in atrocities 
in Sudan. "Tens of thousands of 
civilians have been killed and oil-rich 
areas," says Mark Curtis, Christian 
Aid's head of policy. "Each time an 
oil concession is developed, it is 
accompanied by massive human 
rights violations". Oil giants BP and 
Shell have an indirect stake in 
Sudan through their investments in 
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How now, mad cow? 

other contagion. Long-distance 
transport of food creates endless 
opportunities for contamination. 
The irony is that this model of food 
production - designed to put 
economic gain ahead of good animal 
health - doesn't make any economic 
sense in the long term. Mad cow 
alone has already cost Britain over 
$1 billion and sapped $ 5.6 million 
from EU coffers. The price tag 
for foot-and-mouth is likely to be 
equally devastating. 

And these outbreaks represent just 
a glimpse of the full toll on society. 

...Continued page 2 

consistently downplayed news of the 
emergence of BSE (Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy) 

or "mad cow" disease. 

Globalised trade in goods and 
services, the movement of animals 
across borders, and the frequency 
of intercontinental airline travel 
means that no country is immune 
to mad cow or foot-and-mouth 
or any number of existing or 
emerging diseases. The recently 
completed Panamerican highway 
from Colombia to the United States 
virtually guarantees that foot-and- 
mouth, already a problem in South 
America, will make its way up to 
North America. A Brit with the foot- 
and-mouth virus on his shoes can 
board a plane in London and be on a 
Texas cattle farm in a matter of hours. 

Since 1986, the year mad cow disease 
and its human version were detected 
in the UK, British meat has been 
shipped around the world. So have 
British feed products, which can 
harbor this poorly understood illness 
that is fatal to humans. Mad cows 
have already shown up in France, 

Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Animals from modem farms paves the way for the outbreak of disease 

Portugal, Ireland and Spain-a dozen * ‘ “ 



Worldwatch Institute 
researchers, Brian Halweil and 
Dani Nierenberg argue that 
globalisation, economics and 
poor animal husbandry are 
responsible for our current 
animal-borne epidemics. 

The spread of mad cow disease and 
foot-and-mouth across Europe show 
that no country - including the 
United States - is immune to the 
threat of animal borne illnesses. 
Yet, in the US, industry and 
government officials are singing the 
same tune as British officials 15 years 
ago, when the British authorities 


countries in total. The United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization has declared that all 
nations should consider themselves at 
risk, though many seem unprepared. 
A recent survey by US Food and 
Drug Administration found that a 
frightening one in four American 
slaughterhouses and feed processing 
plants fail to comply with steps to 
prevent mad cow disease. 

But simply worrying about the rapid 
spread of foot-and-mouth and mad 
cow doesn't really help us solve the 
problem, much less understand it. 


And to understand it, you have to 
realize that mad cow and foot-and- 
mouth are related diseases. Not in any 
biological sense, but in terms of the 
economic environment that allows 
them to thrive. 

The modern animal farm not only 
allows, but paves the way for the 
outbreak of disease. We cram 
thousands of genetically uniform 
animals into unhygienic warehouses, 
generating a virtual frat party for 
microbes. We recycle animal manure 
and slaughterhouse waste as feed. 
We process meat at break-neck speed 
in the presence of blood, fasces, and 


Competition, Ok Tedi and the bigger ‘Australian’ 


SAM DE SILVA 

The woes of the Liberal Party were 
taken off the front pages of 
newspapers earlier this week with 
the announcement of an A$57 
billion merger between BHP: our 
"big Australian", and London-based 
company Billiton Pic. 

Billiton describes itself as "one of the 
world's leading metals and mining 
companies" employing "some 
30,000 people, predominantly in 
Australia, Latin America and 
Southern Africa." BHP describes 
itself as a "global natural resources 


company" having 28,000 employees 
in over 30 countries. 

The Federal Government embraced 
the new corporation. The unions and 
Labor Party are approaching 
the merger with more caution, 
concerned with job losses and what 
(if any) loyalty the new global 
corporation will have to Australia. 

Those campaigning for more 
diversity in industry are also 
concerned by the merger: 
"How much choice will there be 
for investors?" asks Alan Griffith 
of VicWTO Watch, a group that 
researches and comments on 


corporate globalisation issues. 
"With these sorts of mergers, the 
notion of competition is turning into 
a privately run monopoly", he says. 

The lack of diversity within the 
mining sector and the creation of a 
'super' miner must also concern the 
Mineral Policy Institute (MPI), 
a research and advocacy group for 
better social and environmental 
practice in the minerals industry. 
MPI's campaign to force BHP to 
take responsibility for the 
environmental damage caused by the 
giant Ok Tedi copper mine in 
Papua New Guinea, may have 


considerably less impact on the new, 
mega-sized corporation. 

Waste from the Ok Tedi mine, 
of which BHP is the majority 
shareholder, has destroyed at least 
one thousand square kilometres 
of forest in PNG, as well as most 
of the fish in the affected part of 
the Fly River. 

"BHP has an ongoing responsibility 
for Ok Tedi", says MPI's campaign 
coordinator, Simon Divecha. 
"They remain responsible for as 
long as the damage lasts, which is 
at least sixty years, and possibly 
many more generations." 


MPI is concerned that BHP-Billiton 
will have more demands on it, 
resulting in less focus on 
environmental issues. "To date, 
BHP has made no commitment to 
cleaning up Ok Tedi", says Divecha. 
"It's now a larger company and 
therefore the exposure to the Ok Tedi 
problem is smaller". 

But BHP claim the merger will have 
no impact on its plans to rehabilitate 
and exit Ok Tedi. "Our commitment 
to Ok Tedi remain the same and we 
will keep all parties briefed as we 
proceed through the process", said a 
BHP spokesperson. 
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Cautious victories in HIV/AIDS drug price war 


WorldBriefs 

Continued from pagel 

two subsidiaries. Since the 
completion of the oil pipeline two 
years ago, Sudan has become a net 
oil exporter - earning enough to pay 
for the estimated $1 million a day it 
spends on the war. Sudan's 18-year 
civil war, in which two million people 
have died, is now fuelled by oil 
revenues. 

Dam protests in Brazil 

Mar 14 (ENS) - The Brazilian 
Ministry of Mines and Energy was 
occupied on the morning of March 
14 by 1,500 people who came from 
all across the country to protest the 
negative effects of large dams. The 
protesters also targeted the 
headquarters of the Inter-American 
Development Bank, which provides 
loans to private companies for dam 
construction. In response to the 
protests the newly appointed Mining 
and Energy Minister Josa Jorge said 
Brazil needs all the hydroelectric 
power it can generate. "There is no 
way for local industry to cut power 
consumption in the short term 
without also cutting production", 
Jorge said. More than 90 percent of 
the electricity produced in Brazil 
comes from hydropower. The dam 
protests were part of the 
International Day of Action Against 
Dams and for Rivers, Water, and 
Life. Protest and educational actions 
that took place in 30 countries, 
according to the International Rivers 
Network. The protesters are calling 
for the democratization of Brazilian 
energy policy and the 
implementation of renewable energy 
generation and conservation 
measures to avoid the social and 
environmental impacts large dams 
cause, www.irn.org 

Washington buried in e-mail 

Mar 18 (Reuters ) - Members of the 
US Congress are inundated with so 


CARLENE WILSON 

“It is believed that at 4:17 AM on 
Tuesday, 27th of February a large 
piece of clinker [extremely hard 
burned brick] fell inside the Unit 2 
boiler causing extensive damage. The 
impact shook the boiler house and 
control room and a huge cloud of 
steam and dust filled the Stage 1 
boiler house.” 

This report wouldn’t be quite so 
chilling if it wasn’t for the fact that it 
is about an incident at the Yallourn 
Power Station only two weeks ago - 
and the large piece of clinker was 
made of asbestos. 


AIZURA HANKIN 

South African HIV activist group, 
the Treatment Action Campaign 
(TAC), recently celebrated victories 
in the fight to provide access to 
treatment for South African People 
With HIV/AIDS. The TAC has been 
made a ‘friend of the court’ in a 
landmark court case launched by 
39 transnational pharmaceutical 
companies against the South African 
government. 

The pharmaceutical companies, 
including GlaxoSmithKline, Roche, 
Merck, Pfizer and others, 
are disputing South Africa’s right 
to license generic versions of 
expensive patented HIV/AIDS 
drugs. If it is successful, the lawsuit 
will also prevent South Africa from 
licensing the local production of the 
same drugs. 

South Africa has 2.4 million people 
With AIDS and an additional 
4-5 million infected with HIV. 
It simply cannot afford to buy the 
drugs necessary to treat those people. 
AIDS is a disease that requires several 
different medicines (or more) 
for each individual. No single drug 
fights AIDS symptoms; each 
symptom must be treated separately. 
Thus, the staggering figure of 39 
pharmaceutical companies suing 
South Africa. 

The Global Pharmaceutical 
Monopoly 

To put it into perspective, let’s review 
the pharmaceutical production 
process. Generally, US- and 
European-based companies do 
research and development in 
collaboration with government- 


Of the three power stations in the 
La Trobe Valley, two - Yallourn and 
Hawthorne are built substantially 
with asbestos. Many of the building 
workers who built the places now 
suffer from asbestos related illness - 
or have already died as a result. 

Asbestos has been an on-going 
problem in the valley. When the old 
Yallourn station was finally 
demolished in the late ninties the 
towns of Moe and Morewell were 
covered for days by a cloud of the 
deadly dust. Only recently 
demolition materials from the old 
station were lying unprotected in a 
yard in Morewell. 


sponsored research agencies. 
Pharmaceutical companies will then 
patent a particular medicine under a 
registered name, ie Panadol (patented 
by GlaxoSmithKline). The generic 
drug will often be much less 
expensive, and can be made by 
anyone. Generic versions of HIV- 
AIDS drugs are on offer at less than 
half the cost of patented brand-name 
drugs. 

A WTO-held agreement called the 
TRIPS (Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights) generally favours the rights of 
corporations to assert patents over 
national law designed to encourage 
local production or generic licensing. 
This tends to discriminate against 
poorer countries with worse 
HIV/AIDS problems — countries 
which cannot afford the exorbitant 
prices Western pharmaceutical 
companies set. These countries are 
overwhelmingly non-white countries 
drastically altered by a Western 
model of ‘development’. 

A case in point is Brazil, which has 
threatened to enact a ‘local working’ 
requirement in its HIV/AIDS 
drug trade. These requirements state 
that unless a company begins 
to manufacture a drug locally within 
three years of patenting it, 
generic licenses can be given to 
local companies, which will produce 
the drugs onshore, or generic import 
licences can be granted. 

The US Government is currently 
disputing Brazil’s right to do this at 
the WTO. The Treatment Action 
Coalition notes that not only is the 
Brazilian law important to loosen the 
stranglehold major pharmaceutical 


In the asbestos literature the area 
is referred to as “the infamous 
La Trobe Valley”. 

That asbestos is a major industrial 
health hazard is nowhere in dispute. 
But after the incident at Yallourn 
management refused to evacuate 
the area till well into the afternoon, 
when finally two operators were left 
in full breathing gear. 

At the same time union 
representatives were denied access 
to members and were not faxed 
requested safety reports. When union 
representatives went out to the 
station to meet the night shift 


corporations have on the HIV/AIDS 
drug market, but that local 
production is essential for a 
sustainable, ongoing treatment regime 
for at least 190,000 Brazilian PWA’s. 

HIV/AIDS drug prices have 
previously been geared to favour the 
patent-holding pharmaceutical 
companies. The companies themselves 
have been talking about ‘price cuts’ 
for years, to little practical effect. 
But following a long campaign by 
AIDS activist groups, countries like 
South Africa have finally bitten the 
bullet by enacting generic licensing 
legislation themselves. 

The pressure on pharmaceuticals 
snowballed in early March when 
Cipla, an Indian company, offered to 
sell South Africa drugs at less than 
half of the pharmaceutical comanies’ 
asking-price. This, as well as activist 
pressure and extensive media 
coverage, has resulted in Merck and 
Pfizer caving in and offering their 
drugs at ‘no profit’. But the discounts 
only apply to South Africa, or 
selected countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Merck is not offering 
discounts to Brazil, which it claims is 
not quite disadvantaged enough. 

Although the situation in South 
Africa is hopeful, the court case has 
not been won and the WTO dispute 
against Brazil has not been resolved. 
Sustained international pressure on 
pharmaceutical companies to give up 
their profit motive is still needed. 

Sources: 

htlpyAMflAv.q)tei±.oig/ip/health/sa/TACfbc.html 

http://www.tac.org 

http://www.hivnews.org 


coming on duty, they were met 
by management with letters 
threatening action. 

Members at the gate were threatened 
with being docked if they did not 
immediately start work. Members on 
the units were being threatened with 
legal action if they continued to shut 
down units, and were being told by 
management that this was not 
a health and safety issue. 

Management has since taken the 
attitude that the whole event was an 
industrial stunt and that the 
information was available to the 
union all the time. 


How now, mad cow? 
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The mountains of manure that 
factory farming generates foul our air 
and water, disrupting ecosystems and 
sickening rural communities. 

Antibiotic overuse in factory farms 
comes back to harm us in the form of 
newly drug-resistant microbes, 

including Salmonella, E. coli, and 
Camplyobacter. A recent study found 
that America's farm animals consume 
roughly 10 times as much antibiotics 
as the human population. 

Still, industrial animal farming 
is spreading. It is the fastest growing 
form of animal production- 

responsible for nearly half of the 
world's meat, up from one-third 

in 1990. Though concentrated in 
North America and Europe, 

feedlots are popping up near urban 
centers in Brazil, the Philippines, 
China, India, and elsewhere in the 
developing world where demand for 
meat and animal products is soaring. 

There is, of course, another way 
to produce meat, one that treats farms 
as living systems rather than assembly 
lines. It's no coincidence that mad 
cow has yet to be reported on organic 
farms throughout Europe which 
prohibit feeding of slaughterhouse 
waste, give animals access to 
the outdoors, and emphasize good 
animal health in general. In countries 
like Sweden, which have been able 
to prevent an outbreak with good 
animal husbandry, farmers have 
gained public trust and recaptured 
local markets. Healthy animals 
will also be the best defense against 
foot-and-mouth. 

In Germany, the food scare 
has sparked an about-face on 
agricultural policy. After the first 
reports of mad cow, the prime 
minister replaced the agricultural 
minister with an environmentalist, 
and declared that agricultural policy 
and farm practices must resonate with 
environmental and public health 
goals. The European Union as a 
whole is posed for similar systematic 
reforms that reach beyond quick-fix 
solutions like animal quarantines and 
meat irradiation. 

It's time American politicians - 
currently in denial - took the 
same path. The US need reforms 
at the national level, but in the end, 
it is a global issue. Trade is global; 
disease is global, and protecting 
public health must become global too. 

Brian Halweil is a Research Associate 
and Dani Nierenberg, an Adjunct 
Researcher at the Worldwatch 
Institute in Washington DC. 
They focus on the social and ecological 
effects of how we produce food. 

Source: www.worldwatch.org 
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La Trobe Valley Asbestos: An Industrial Stunt? 


Birrell and Napthine hide behind Minister Abbott’s skirts 


Napthine and Birrell are in hiding in 
the lead up to declaring their 
intentions on the Fair Employment 
Bill. While Opposition leader 
Napthine has refused to see 
Outworker leaders or representatives 
from FairWear or the Union, his 
spokesman on Industrial relations, 
Mr Birrell has locked his Canterbury 
office ensuring that he will not have 


to discuss the forthcoming Bill. 

FairWear, a coalition of Churches, 
Community Organizations and 
Unions that addresses the gross 
exploitation of workers who make 
clothing at home, was informed that 
the office will be open to the public 
after the Bill is presented in the 
Upper House. 


“It seems their efforts to find a way to 
defend the indefensible, ie: refuse to 
restore basic rights to Victorian 
workers not covered by Federal 
Awards have at last borne fruit”, says 
Pamela Curr of FairWear. 

“Minister Abbott, anxious to prove 
his hard-heart credentials in his new 
post as Minister for Workplace 


Relations, has decided to come to 
their rescue by proposing to recycle 
his predecessor’s rejected Second 
Wave legislation”. 

Meanwhile Outworkers and other 
low paid Victorian workers will be 
employed under second-class 
conditions with none of the 
protections of workers on Federal 


Awards or on State Awards in other 
parts of Australia. 

Outworker leaders are distressed 
saying that they cannot understand 
how Mr Birrell could refuse to pass 
the Bill when they had told him how 
little they earn and how hard it is to 
get paid what they are owed. 
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many e-mail messages from 
constituents and special interest 
groups-80 million last year alone- 
that lawmakers routinely ignore 
most of them, according to a new 
study. But who can blame them. 
The number of e-mail messages to 
Congress has more than doubled in 
two years, with senators receiving 
as many as 55,000 messages per 
month. "Rather than enhancing 
democracy - as so many hoped - e- 
mail has heightened tensions and 
public disgruntlement with 

Congress," the report said. 

Date set for East Timor elections 

East Timor's United Nations 
administrator, Sergio Vieira de Mello 
signed a decree which sets into 
motion 

preparations for elections for a 
constituent assembly. That 

legislature will be tasked with 
drawing up a constitution ahead of 
full independence, possibly next 
year. August 30 will be the second 
anniversary of the historic 
referendum in East Timor which 
resulted in independence from 
Indonesian rule. "The thirtieth of 
August 1999 was the date the East 
Timorese, in an act of collective 
courage and heroism that will long 
be remembered, chose 
independence," de Mello said at a 
ceremony held at U.N. 

headquarters in the capital, Dili. 
"Thus, the thirtieth of August is a 
very fitting date for an election that 
will serve as the founding act of the 
independent and democratic nation 
of East Timor," he said. East Timor 
has been under the administration 
of the world body since the country 
voted overwhelmingly for 
independence. Hundreds were 
killed and much of the country 
devastated as Indonesian troops 
and pro-Indonesian militia 
rampaged through the country after 
the vote for independence. 


FAITH THOMAS 

The latest State of the Environment 
Report has just been released and, 
not surprisingly, Australian 
biodiversity is still in decline. 
Land clearing, urban sprawl, 
pollution and irresponsible farming 
practices continue taking their toll. 
The web of life is disintegrating 
before our very eyes, yet we continue 
on as though nothing has changed. 

Australia is one of the 12 most 
biologically diverse countries in 
the world, with nearly 10 per cent of 
the world's animal, plant and 
microbe species existing here. 
Yet, although the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, introduced in July 
2000, is a step in the right direction, 
and recent developments in WA are 
commendable, Australia's record on 
biodiversity conservation is poor, 
and the Government's attempts to 
address the issue half-hearted. 

In recent years, thousands of 
volunteers around the country have 
replanted more than 10,000 hectares 
of native vegetation, funded by the 
Federal Government's National 
Heritage Trust: 'the greatest 
environmental rescue package ever'. 
Yet during the same period, around 
one million hectares of diverse 
vegetation was being cleared - a ratio 
of 100:1. The Government spent 
$76 million on what can really only 
be seen as a public relations exercise. 

Despite a commitment by both State 
and Federal governments to reverse 
the decline and loss of native 
vegetation in Australia before 
June 2001, data from the 
international State of the Forests 
Report suggests that only four other 


countries in the world, (Brazil, 
Indonesia, Congo and Bolivia), 
are clearing their land more rapidly 
than we are. 

Land clearing is recognised world 
wide as the greatest threat to 
biodiversity, yet instead of treating 
biodiversity decline as a problem 
requiring genuine social change, 
governments spend millions of 
dollars 'assessing', 'classifying', 
'measuring' and 'monitoring' 
biodiversity, refusing to accept or 
address the factors that are actually 
causing the problem. 

When it comes to increasing 
biodiversity on the ground, 
the Australian government relies 
heavily on the efforts of untrained 
volunteers to implement programs 
that should be given high priority 
as public works. Restoration projects 
are usually managed by a single 
coordinator whose contract is 
tenuous, and are funded by sporadic 
grants that usually cover only the 
implementation phase of the project. 
Funding for on-going maintenance 
and development of on-ground 
projects is rare. 

That said, there are a number of grass 
roots projects that have secured 
on-going support, notably the 
CERES project in Brunswick, 
Victoria, a community driven 
demonstration site incorporating 
community gardens, nurseries, 
alternative energy facilities and an 
education centre, and the 
Community Biodiversity Network, 
which works very effectively to raise 
awareness of the threats to native 
biodiversity through its newsletter, 
Website and the annual Biodiversity 
Month promotion. 


These projects differ markedly 
in focus. CERES advocates a holistic 
approach to the problem, which all 
who come into contact with it cannot 
but be affected by. They have little 
money for promotion and use most 
of their resources in the 
implementation of actual, on-ground 
projects. The Biodiversity Network 
on the other hand works to build 
a national community and to make 
this community as visible as possible, 
so that others will recognise 
its credibility. 

The success of these projects and the 
high level of community 
participation they command have 
allowed them to be genuinely 
instrumental in changing attitudes 
about biodiversity. Instead of 
shocking the community into apathy 
with depressing statistics and figures, 
reiterating the problem in ever more 
insurmountable terms, they create 
tools and avenues for involvement, 
so that the everyday Australian can 
become a part of the solution. 

One area of biodiversity conservation 
that has received little attention 
by governments, but that has an 
increasing following both here and 
overseas, is the reintegration of 
biodiversity into human settlements. 
Currently, biodiversity conservation 
in Australia focuses mainly on 
its preservation in pristine 
wilderness areas, while our croplands 
become broad acre monocultures and 
our towns and cities wastelands 
of concrete and bitumen. 
Studies throughout the world have 
shown a distinct increase in 
productivity on farms that cultivate 
within the framework of a diverse 
and healthy ecosystem. Significantly, 
the greatest cause of land clearing in 
Australia is agriculture. 


As a species we have become 
disconnected from our niche within 
the natural environment. So far we 
have been able to manipulate all the 
limiting factors on which our survival 
depends and our population has 
expanded rapidly. Yet our physical 
health relies heavily on the natural 
processes that filter soil, air and water 
and we cannot exist indefinitely 
on this planet if these processes 
are disrupted. Biodiversity is integral 
to these processes. It lends stability 
in the same way that a community 
of people with a diverse range of 
talents is able to tackle a wider range 
of difficult situations. 

The Federal Government's continued 
failure to address the serious issues 
means that we as individuals and 
communities must come to terms 
with them ourselves. We must work 
to increase and protect biodiversity 
on all levels, in our backyards as well 
as our bioregions. Not as a managed 
resource, but as an essential part of 
our natural environment. 
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Tenterfield Council announced 
recently that Delta Gold has decided 
to initiate rehabilitation and closure 
planning for the Timbarra 
Gold Mine, located in northern 
New South Wales. 

Various factors have been 
attributed to the move, including: 
recent discharge at the mine site after 
heavy rainfall, slumping in the heap 
leach pad, a prospective sale of 
the mine falling through in 
December 2000, native title claims, 
ongoing litigation, recent pressure 
from environmentalists and added 
campaign energy from the 
NSW Greens. 

Action groups are now calling for 
the mine to move from the current 
‘care and maintenance’ status to 
full closure status. 

“The mines’ location at the 
headwaters the Clarence River, is far 
too wet for a cyanide mine,” said 
environmentalist Peter Hardwick. 

“People are also reliant on the water 
downstream of the mine... they need 
reassurance that the mine will 
stay closed. No one needs a leaky 
cyanide mine in their drinking 
water catchment. 

There’s also the ongoing issue 
of rehabilitation. Timbarra mine is 
located on top of a wetland - 


a habitat for several rare frog species. 
Frogs are extremely sensitive to 
the types of pollutants that come 
from the breakdown of cyanide, 
such as nitrites. 

“Somewhere the system failed the 
public by not preventing this mine, 
and we’re owed an explanation,” 
Mr Hardwick said. 


“While Delta Gold have done 
the right by closing the mine, 
they should agree to close the 
mine permanently, and the NSW 
Government should do everything 
to encourage them in this direction,” 
he continued. 

Mining operations at Timbarra 
ceased in 1999 following a period 


of unanticipated high rainfall. 
Ross Mining NL, the original mine 
developers, were later bought-out by 
Delta Gold Pty Ltd. 

For more information, contact 
Ruth Rosenhek at the Rainforest 
Information Centre: (02) 66213294 
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Racism not a thing of the past 


MARNI CORDELL 

Australia’s racist history will continue 
to repeat itself until we take a 
critical look at our Government’s 
inter-racial policies. 

“Why were we never told? 
Why didn’t we know? I have been 
asked these questions by many 
people, over many years, in all parts 
of Australia... Why do so many 
people ask the same questions of 
themselves, of me, of their education, 
of their heritage, of the whole 
of Australian society?” 

Historian Henry Reynolds, in his 
book Why Weren’t We Told? tells of 
a common Australian incredulity 
that the real history of this country - 


era may provide an answer. 

Althusser claimed “people both 
construct and are constructed by 
systems of representation.” 
(p. 138, Potter, W. 1996). 

Governmental discourse in particular 
plays a huge role in the construction 
of people’s “known truths”. Any text 
that speaks of and from a 
majority culture, as a Government 
document does, serves to strengthen 
and re-affirm the opinions and view 
points of the members of this group. 
“Individuals relate to media products 
issuing from their own ethno-culture, 
which encourages positive attitudes to 
the related language and culture and 
leads in turn to actual language use” 
(p.2, Salmon, F. 1997). In which the 


or simply chose not to act, 
while children were taken from their 
mothers and placed in orphanages. 
Many now regret that they did 
nothing to change this. 

In the 21st century, thousands of 
asylum-seekers are held in appalling, 
jail-like conditions for being the 
victims of crime rather than the 
perpetrators. Many Australians do 
nothing to change this. 

If we are to avoid repeating some of 
history’s terrible mistakes, we must 
begin to examine our country’s 
immigration and indigenous policies 
for what they really are - we must stop 
swallowing Government rhetoric 
without question. 



Melbourne transmuters were recently confronted with the bare facts about homelessness, 


when a couple of mischief-makers boarded a train with this mattress-come-billboard. 

May Day Alliance 

The graffiti has been appearing Melbourne that surrounds it. 
around Melbourne - S11 =M 1. The M1 Alliance has been liasing with 


the one that involves widespread 
abuse of Aboriginal peoples - 
has been successfully hidden and 
distorted for so long. 

It seems that the recent ‘expose’ 
of past Government policies - 
in particular those that produced 
the Stolen Generation - have left 
many Australian citizens with the 
false and constructed idea that their 


term “language” can equally be 
interpreted as Value system’. 

Government documents are typically 
trusted to be a reliable socio-meter of 
contemporary attitudes and beliefs. 
The attitudes presented in such texts 
are therefore self-perpetuating. 
Government discourse has 
historically used its authoritative 
voice to control audience response, it 
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Most people will remember the huge 
demonstrations that partially closed 
down the World Economic Forum 
in September - that was S11 - 
but what is Ml? 

May Day - May 1 - Ml is 
traditionally the day of international 
workers solidarity and protest. 
This year, in the wake of all the 
anti-globalisation demonstrations 


Trades Hall and individual unions 
so that there is a linkage between 
any actions. 

There is already union support 
for actions on May 1st itself, a move 
away from the practice of recent years 
when International Workers Day has 
been marked on the following 
Sunday. The Sunday action will also 
be happening this year. 


Government no longer engages in is a hugely powerful and potentially (Chapter 9). An Analysis of Thinking and around the world, May Day will see The blocks of corporate Melbourne 


such ignorant practices, or treats 
“other” (to the Anglo majority) 


destructive medium: “Government 
policies... have a significant impact 


Research About Qualitive Methods (p. 135- 
158). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbraum 


protests of all kinds in cities around 
the world. 


around the Stock Exchange contain 
the head offices of corporations 


cultures unfairly. 

Unethical treatment is still rife, 
as Human Rights campaigner and 
UNICEF ambassador, Justice Marcus 
Enfield attests: “Most Australians 
would be horrified at the conditions 
at the Port Hedland Detention 
Centre where people who arrive 
without papers from Indonesia 
are held.” And, “the Government 


on the course and trajectory of ethnic 
relations” (p.l, C.S.I.A, 1997). 
As Justice Enfield warns: “It is quite 
easy for political elements to play on 
and encourage people’s fears so that 
community harmony can be placed 
under threat if the truth is not told.” 

Although contemporary Government 
discourse regarding “Multiculturalism” 
is very careful to express that we 
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In Melbourne the S11 Alliance has 
turned itself into the Ml Alliance. 
But as with Sll it is only one of 
a wide range of groups planning 
actions on May 1, that include 
AWOL, ixpress, The Dole Army, 
Victorian Greens, and various 
student groups. 

The Ml Alliance is planning 
to begin its actions at the 


such as Rio Tinto, BHP, and Yallourn 
Energy to name just a few. All of these 
provide targets for anti-globalisation 
activists and unionists alike. 

Elsewhere in Melbourne companies 
like Nike and McDonalds may 
find themselves targeted, as well 
as uranium mining concerns and 
many others. 

But what are the disparate 


took a narrow, ideological view about 
sending the (Kosovar) refugees back 
that is just nonsense and an insult 
to us all. Problems exist long after the 


encourage minority cultures to retain 
their idiosyncrasies, a look beyond 
the euphemistic jargon often reveals 
a very different picture. 


Usher, R. Anne Frank: The Danger of 
Forgetting, The Age, p.15,16/5/2000 

Commonwealth Government (1958). The 
Assimilation of Our Aborigines, Australian 


Australian Stock Exchange - 
symbol of all the things that are bad 
about corporate culture. 

The current plan is a blockade of 


demonstrators trying to achieve? 

The answers seem to be as diverse as 
the groups who are planning action. 
The Ml Alliance wants to highlight 


fighting ends”. (Usher, R. The Age, 
16/5/2000). 

Most Australians, following the 
recent outing of the intricacies of the 
Assimilation Policy, would now agree 
that past attitudes toward Indigenous 
peoples were extremely racist. 
Yet many of these same people 
believed and accepted the parameters 
of the policy, in its day. 

So how is it that entire generations of 
people allowed themselves to believe 
that nothing was wrong? A look 
through government-produced 
documents and “Fact Sheets” of the 


Australian Immigration: The Facts 
(Department of Multicultural 
Affairs) claims it is “not the 
Australian Way to judge people by 
the colour of their skin or their 
religion or social background”. “The 
Australian Way” is not an easily 
defined term; nor is this a true 
statement if “The Australian Way” 
includes Government policy up until 
at least 1989, when the immigration 
laws finally ceased (at least openly) 
doing exactly that. 

In the 20th century, Australians were 
“not told”, turned a blind eye, 
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Catching the eye 



Part of the $3 million dollar campaign to attract 2500 new recruits 


A BMW convertible is being used with prizes. The current police 

as part of a recruiting campaign recruiting campaign has attracted 

by Victoria Police to increase its over 20,000 inquiries. Whether the 

Force numbers. This is the second car has anything to do with the 

mission for the convertible. number of inquiries is uncertain, 

Originally, it was used as part of but a police spokesperson stressed 

a road safety campaign to pull that young recruits will not be 

over good drivers and award them allowed to drive the BMW. 


corporate tyranny and the role of 
huge corporations in the destruction 
of the environment and the working 
conditions of ordinary people. 

There is also a feeling of wanting 
to build on the energy of Sll and 
the sense of victory that people 
had after shutting down the 
World Economic Forum. 

Since the huge demonstrations against 
the World Bank in Seattle last year, 
where anti-globalisation demonstrators 
were joined by organized trade 
unionists, there has been attempts to 
bring those forces together again. 

There were international 
demonstrations last year on May 1st - 
but this year the Ml demonstrations 
will come in the wake of huge protests 
in Seattle, Prague, Davos and of 
course Melbourne. 

The M1 Alliance has working groups 
for publicity, Trade Unions, action 
and logistics and many more aspects 
of the action. It has been meeting 
regularly since last year and posters 
and stickers have been going up all 
over the city. 

To get involved - Meetings are Wednesday, 
6.30pm in the Lesley Clucas Lounge of 
RMIT. Working group and plenary meetings 
are on a fortnightly cycle. 

The Autonomous Web of Liberation also 
has plans for Ml, celebrating the day 
differently. See www.antimedia.net/awol 








